
SIBM Pune aims to create and nurture the future leaders and also believes and 

innovation and work force creation in the similar lines we have  a programe called MBA 

I & E. Under this program we have a project innovation. The information are 

mentioned below.  

Details of the initiative 

SYM-ACCELERATE is introduced at two levels viz. first semester and third semester of 

MBA(I&E).  

First Semester students:  One on One mentoring provided by Field experts/ Entrepreneurs to 

all 46 students in 1st sem. Of MBA IE  (2017-19) batch.  Under this mentoring initiative total  

20 mentors were allotted to 46 students during first and second semester in the academic year  

2017-18.  The focus of mentoring and assessment during first semester was ‘Problem 

identification in the field of interest and ‘Finding out a solution’ during second semester. 

MidSemester and End- Semester assessment was done by a panel of mentors where students 

presented their progress on the problem thy identified and proposed solution.  

For 3rd Semester of MBA IE (2016-18) batch: Mid Semester Review was planned and executed 

for assessment of the start-up progress and further guidance to the students to take the 



 

 

innovative ideas ahead. A two Day mentoring and evaluation platform: The panel reviews were 

arranged for 30 students in 3rd Semester on 23rd and 24th August 2017. It involved 13 experts on 

panels. Students presented the progress of their start-up/ideas to multiple panels and mentors 

gave critical feedback and vital inputs to enable the budding entrepreneurs to actualize their 

dreams.  

Objective of the initiative To facilitate validation of ideas, business model refinement and 

provide mentoring support to attain the start-up dreams of MBA Innovation & 

Entrepreneurship students.  

Steps taken to implement the process:  1. Connecting to the entrepreneurs, alumni 

entrepreneurs and discussion with them on initiative. 2. Formal engagement of mentors and 

allotment of students to mentors was done where students were supposed to meet mentors 

regularly and work on the feedback. 3. Tracking the student progress during the semester and 

at the end of semester as well.  

For 3rd semester: Mentoring initiative was introduced in 2 days panel presentation format to 

assess the start-up progress and guide the students for further journey. a gaps were identified 

after these 2 days panel presentations and accordingly students were gives exposure/ training 

on the needed areas like costing, design thinking, etc.  

  

Time taken to implement the initiative  

The planning for SYM-ACCELERATE started  in July 2017 and  it was initiated within 15 

days for the first semester students of the batch of 2017-19.  For third semester students, the 

initiative was limited to mid-semester and end-semester assessment and mentoring panels.  

   

Role model:  

Inspired by Dr. Hashim  S Hussain  who heads  UNIDO-Baharin’s Investment & Technology 

Promotion Office.  Dr. Hashim is start-up evangelist and he conducts entrepreneurship 

development programmes at various international forum in various countries. I attended his 

training in June 2017 and during discussions with him, we thought of starting such initiative 

which will enable SIBM to build its own ecosystem to nurture start-ups.  

   

The measurable impact and outcome  

Both, first semester and third semester students benefited from SYM-ACCELERATE where 

students were able to fine-tune their innovative ideas. Third semester students were able to 

refine their solutions, prototypes, connect to mentor network outside SIBM and successfully 

launch their pilot subsequently.  *Testimonial attached for reference.  

   

Distinctive Innovation  

This initiative is more learner centric and result- oriented as it directly involves mentor 

engagement for assessing students’ start-up and further support to enable the students to 

conduct the pilot implementation.  

   

   

Challenges faced while implementation: 1. It was difficult for students to get the time  

of mentors ( in few cases) and meet them periodically. 2. Tracking the progress on the  

feedback given by mentors was also a little difficult for Institute, but the end-semester  

review was able to put this in place where the learning and work of the students was  

assessed and way ahead was drafted.   



 

 

Sustainability & scalability growth plan for the initiative  

 We continued the initiative for the year 2018-19 and also including digital platforms for 

monitoring student progress and presenting their ideas.  2. We have also included need-based 

workshops/ hands-on training for to enable them to develop domain expertise and exposure to 

new technologies  

   

Leveraging technology to scale up your current initiative  

1. All the students in the first semester (Batch 2018-20) are preparing video pitch  on their ideas  

and this video will be played in front of mentors and other students as well to get feedback 

on content and presentation as well.  

2. Further, all the students will be using digital platform to record their weekly progress on 

their start-up.  

3. Also all third semester students will be creating and uploading a video pitch (video 

explaining their start-up) which will also be presented during SYM-ACCELERATE end 

semester reviews.  

4. All students enrolled for SWAYAM course online to upgrade skills.  

   

Other information about the initiative  

SIBM Pune focuses on experiential learning and also focuses on innovative assessment so as 

to enable the students to apply the learning in their day to day life. For MBA(I&E), In 3rd 

semester most students reach the advanced stage of their start-up idea. On one side mentoring 

is provided through SYM-ACCELERATE ;  other side we have courses on ‘Marketing 

Strategy, Operations Strategy and Finance Strategy and product design in this semester. The 

final evaluation of these 4 courses is integrated where students are expected to work on 

Product/service design and prepare a detail B-plan with addressing all 3 strategies. This 

integrates efforts of the students while they work on their start-ups and also enables them to 

focus on functional dimensions before they conduct pilot.  

   

  



 

 

  

   

Sample Startup Details:    

Sr.    

No    Student Name    Startup Name    

1    Mr. Shardul DS    RangePlus Networks    

2    Mr. Rahul Singh Patil    ‘Viroka’ Clean Sugarcane Juice     

3    Mr. Ankit Taneja    Pro-Fit    

4    Winkle Dhar    Starchef    

5    Shamindra Shinde    Healthy Home India Pvt.Ltd    

6    Aman Khandelwal     ‘VisualEz’     

7    Shubham Maheshwari      ‘VisualEz’    

8    Piyush Modi     Articleships    

9   Shubham Agarwal   Articleship    
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  Articles Published in Newspapers about Startups of SIBM Pune students    

    



   

 
       

        



   

 
       

        



   

 

   

    

*****        

        



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

Symbiosis International (Deemed University)  

SIBM Pune  

Innovative Practices to Best Practices  

  

Practice   Details  Remarks   

  

Innovation Club  

  

  

  

Started as a adhoc student 

group in 2016 without any 

budgetary support only to 

discuss innovative ideas and 

motivate students to discuss 

ideas more openly and 

provide required support.   

It’s established as a Special Interest 

Group as per Director Sir’s 

suggestion and approval. It is 

conducting many events and activities 

and also connecting I&E students to 

external start-ups / mentors including 

funding opportunities for I&E 

students  Every year.  As supported 

by Director SIBM Pune; Innovation 

Club through its initiative like THE 

SEED CAMP is also providing 
funding support to best performing 

start-ups at I&E SIBM Pune.   
  

Sym-Accelerate  

Mentoring  

Platform   

This was integrated with 

Project for evaluation of 

start-ups and started as an 

innovative practice for 

evaluating and mentoring 

startup ideas in 3rd semester  

Started in 2016-17 as startup 

drive and continued as 

SymAccelerate from 2017-

18  

This is continued every year as a best 

practice where we have received 

positive feedback from students and 

mentors both. Sym-Accelerate is now 

extended to first and second semester 

also to nurture the start-up ideas from 

first year.  

In 2019- 20 we had 24 panellist for 

evaluating and mentoring start-ups at  

I&E.  A small success -   

One of the panelist is investing and 

partnering with one start-up called 

Toy Meals.   
  

Live Project in 1st  

Sem of I&E   

This started as a part one  

Subject i.e Fundamentals of  

Entrepreneurship in 2015; 

But we continued it even 

with visiting faculty 

teaching the course and it’s 

a great experiential learning 

activity highly appreciated 

by all students.   

Now it continues as Integrated Live 

Project where 4 faculty members 

teaching 4 courses take on-field class 

and practicing experiential learning 

before SIU started experiential 

learning mandatory.   

 



 

 

Start-up Clinic at  

SIBM Pune  

Started as an innovative 

practice in academic year  

2018-19   

Continued as a Best practice where we 

have enrolled CA, CS , Technology 

Experts on role for continuous support 

to I&E students   
  

  

  

Mentoring 

through 

Entrepreneur  

Mentor on  

Campus   

This started in Academic yr 

2018-19 where SIBM Pune 

roped in Entrepreneur Mr 

Arjun Panchal as a Mentor 

and adjunct faculty at SIBM  

Pune   

This practice is continued and 

Entrepreneur Mr Arjun Panchal has 

developed a mentoring framework to 

guide and track the progress of I&E 

students. This was Director SIBM’s 

initiative and led, actualized by him.   
  

Personal Growth 

Lab   

This initiative was top down  

by management but SIBM 

Pune executed it as a 

personal growth lab with 

support of external mentor 

in the academic year 2018- 

19  

This initiative will be continued with 

various mentoring support activities 

like  workshops on mindfulness, 

behavioural training and soft skill  

development for budding 

entrepreneurs    

Visits to Various  

Exhibitions/  

Industrial Expos   

This started in 2016 to 

enable students to get 

practical exposure   

This continued and most of the visits 

are linked with some or other courses 
with evaluation where students go on 

field and collect data.   

e.g. visit to KISAN Expo- India’s 

biggest Agriculture Exhibition with 

more than 400 Exhibitors and more 

than 50 innovative projects every year.   

Immersion  

Programmes for  

I&E students   

It started with GCBS 

collaboration in the year 

2017   

This is extended to all I&E students 

every year with collaboration with 

organisations like GCBS, NiMSME 

Hyderabad, SANDBOX, 

DeshDeshpande Foundation Hubli .   

Structured 

Networking with 

all SIU 

stakeholders and 

connecting I&E 

students to 

mentors and 

students of 

different 

institutes   

This started as small step in 

2017 having I&E students 

conducting live projects in 

different symbiosis 

Campuses.   

This continues with I&E students 

going to different Institutes in Pune 

for meeting entrepreneurship Faculty 

Members, presenting their ideas,  

Some ENTREPRENEURS from  

I&E are going and conducting 

mentoring sessions in other 

institute.  SIBM I&E students 

conducting programmes for other 

college students and also providing 

small live projects which helping 



 

 

them to grow their startups and 

network.   

  e.g. Our Students are present in 

almost all symbiosis campuses for 

entrepreneurship conclaves and also 

sell their products there.   

e.g. we conducted one-day immersion 

on entrepreneurship for commerce 

college students recently.   

Apart from all above initiatives, Director Sir, Alumni Team and SECC is also supporting 

I&E for connecting to Alumni Entrepreneurs and enjoying fruits of it will take time.  
  

  

  



SYMBIOSIS INSTITUTE OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, PUNE
Attendance Sheet

Date 1/12/2018
Sr. No Name of student SYM-Accelerate

1 Aashi Pawaiya P
2 Aayush Sanjay Gandhi P
3 Abhinav Bhasin P
4 Abhinav Chauhan P
5 Aditya Ramnath P
6 Anirudh Singh P
7 Ankita Singh P
8 Anuj Agarwal P
9 Aroosh Mehani P

10 Aviral Jain P
11 Chandan Fotedar P
12 Deepak Digga P
13 Deepika Vaishnav P
14 Dimpy Khirwar P
15 Dipanjan Saha P
16 Gaurav Gyanchandani P
17 Hajarnis Krupali Milinbhai P
18 Himanshu Parveen Agarwal P
19 Jaskanwar Singh P
20 John Joseph P
21 Kanojia Sachin Lalit P
22 Karishma Nayak P
23 Kashish Daima P
24 Khakkar Nidhi Ajay P
25 Luv Agrawal P
26 Manan Yogesh Jambusaria P
27 Minshu Garg P
28 Nikita Nitin Vete P
29 Osama Ahmed P
30 Pillai Rashmi Jayagopi Sundari P
31 Pooja K P
32 Prakhar Gupta P
33 Prerna Toshniwal P
34 Rajan Agarwal P
35 Raman C V P
36 Saman Deep Singh P
37 Sanjog Hati P
38 Satvik Khanna P
39 Sawant Shardul Deepak P
40 Shantanu Agrawal P
41 Shrayans Goenka P
42 Simarjeet Arora P
43 Sucharita Aneja P
44 Tej Pratap Singh P
45 Thobde Siddhida Sanjay P
46 Ujjwal Kumar P

Absent

46Present
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